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A late Learned Biſhops Opinion concerning Toleration of Religion..; 


With ſome brief Obſervations thereon. p 
Ke. 4 
* Pm—_—_ — — A —  —  ——. Ry —_——_. F 


I Here preſent thee with the Opinion of a Dead * Biſhop, ſince the Biving *B-ſhop Taylor 5n F 
are Untoward, 4nd will not Speak ; 4rd indeed, ſhould al} Men be ſilent, ## Liberty of Pro- 4 
not only the Dead, but the very Stones would ſpeak, in ſuch a Fuſt and Righ- pep, P- wF Sect. 3 
reons Cauſe as is that of His Majeſty's : But Iwill not further detain thee, only Whethe, NG tan - 
deſire thee to obſerve with me, the great Difference betwixt One who had no fal for a Prince-to_ 
ether Exds to ſerve, but thoſe of Truth and Chriſtianity, and thoſe who may be give Toleration to ” 


juſtly ſuſpeited to have a great many little private and particular ends»of {everal Religions, 


their Own. 3p s 
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Firſt, 0} IIS agreat Fault that / ger Minutes of Chriſtianity, if they co ſerve -* 
do cal} the ſeveral Sefts of the Great End, as every Man for his cwn 


Chriſtians, by the Names Sec and Intereſt, believes for his jhare it - 

IE Tg of ſeveral Religions. doth. | p 3.0 

The Religion of JESUS CHRIST is the Secondly, TOLER ATTON hath a dou» _ - 

Form of ſound DoCtrine and wholeſome ble Sence or Purpoſe; for ſometimes by it,” . 

Words, which is ſet down in Scripture Men underſtand a publick Licence and Exers -. 

indefinitely ; aQually conveyed to us by ciſe of a Set ; ſomerimes it is only an - InF'#® 

plain Places; and ſeparated as for Que: dempnity of the Perſons, priv Of. 

ſtion of Neceſſary or not Neoferys y the vene, and to Opine as they {6 

Symbol of the Apoſtles. Thoſe 7aperrinen- as they mean to anſwer::t0-C 

_  czef.,which the Wantonneſs and Vanity of ſome theſe are very much to the ſame Purpoſe, 
Men, the Peviſpneſs and Moroſeneſs of others, unleſs ſome Perſons we are bound to Satis= 

have Commenced, which their Intereſt have fie be ſcandalized, and then the Prince is. 
promoted ; which ſerve not Truth ſo much bound to do, as he is bound to. Satisfie, 

_ as their ow? Exds, arefarfrom being diſtinct To God it isall one; for Abſtracting from. .- 

. Religions; for matters of Opinions are no the Offence of Perſons, which is to be con>-" |, 

---/ part of the Worſhip of God, nor in Order ſidered, juſt as our Obligation is to content  /, 

= to It, but asthey promote Obedience to his the Perſons ; it is all one, whether we.in-- 


*- Commandments; and when they contribute dulge to them to meet publickly or pr Va ter. 
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+ towards it, arein that Proportion, as they ly to do Adtions of- Religion , concerning” © 
>—cpatribute Parts and Actions, and minute which, we are not perſwaded that theyeare - 


of that Religion they do or truly Holy. To God it is juſh;one. 
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"private, which cannot*be concerned in any 
- Thing 5 ner can it concern any thing but 
Matter of Scandal, and Relation .to the 
Minds and F;ntaſigs of, certain Perſons, 
Thirdly, So that to Tolerate, is- not to 
_ Perſecwe. And the Qreſtion+ Whether the 
Prince may Tolerate divers Perſwaſions, is no 
- more, than Whether be may lawfully Perſe- 
- cute any Afar for not being of his Opinion, 
Now in this Caſe, He is juſt ſo to Folerate 
Diverſi y of Perſwaſions, as he 1s to Tole- 
tare publick Attions ; for no Opinton is Fu- 
&rcablz, nor no Perſon Puniihable bur for a 
Sin; and if his Opinion by reaſon of its 
Managing, or its Effet, be a Sin in it ſelf; 
or becomes a Sin to the Perſon; then as he 
is to do towards other Sins, ſo to that O- 
pinion, or Man ſo Opining. Butto believe 
fo. or nct. fo, when there is nv more but 
eer believing, is not in his Power to en- 


yn, therefore nor*to puniſh : And it is ot: 


enly lawful to Tolerate diſagreeing Perſwali- 
Qns, but the Anthoricy of God only is coim- 
* petent to take Notice of it, and infallible 
to Dct:rminate it, and” fir ro Ju&ge; and 
therefore no Humane Authority is fuffici- 
_ ent ta.doall thoſe things, which can jultifie 
the Infliting. Temporzl Penifhments upon 
fuch asdo.not Conformin their Perſwaſians, 
te a Rule or Authority, which is not ogly 
fallible, but ſuppoſed by the diſagreeing 
Perſons to be actually deceived. 

Fourthbly, Br I coniider in the 7oleration 
of a differing Opinion, Rcligion is rot pro- 
. Perly and immediately concerned, fo as ia 
gny Degree to be indangered : For it may 
be ſafe tn Diverſity of Perſwaſions, and it's 
alſo a part of Chriſtiaa Religion, thar the 
Liberty of mens Conſciences ſhould - be pre- 
ſerved in all things, where Gqd hath: not 
ſet a Limir, and made a Reſtraint ; that 
| the Soul of Man ſhould be free, and 2cknow- 
ledge no Maſter but Jeſus Chriſt ;, that Mat- 
ters Spiritual, ſhould nor. be reſtrained by 
Puniſhments Corporal; thar the ſame Meek- 
nefs and Charity, ſhould be preſerved in 
the Promotion of Chriſtianity , that gave 


it Foundation, and Increment, and Firmneſs,, 
ficſt- Publication ; that Concluſions 
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zot be:more Dogmatical, than the 
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more certainly Condemaed, than their Opi- 
nions Confuted ; and laſtly, that the Infir- 
mities of Men, and Difficulties of, Things, 


ſhould be' both put in; Ballance, to make A- 


batement in the Definitive Sentence againſt» 
Mens Perſons. Burt then, becauſe Tolerarzon 
of. Opinions is. not properly a Queſtion of 
Religion , it may be a Queſtion of Polzcy : 
And althougha Man may be a good Chri- 
ſtian, though he believe an Error not Fun» 
damental, and nor dire(qtly or evidently Im- 
pious; yet his Opinion may accidentally di- 


ſturb the publick Peace, through the Over-. 


activeneſs of- the Perſon, «nd Confidence af 
their Belief, and the Optnion of irs Appen- 
dant Neceſlity ; aud therefore 7ol:ratiun of 
differing Perſwaſions in theſe Caſes. is to be 
conſidered upon- Political Grounds; and is 
juit ſo to be permitted or denied, as the Opz- 
140ns or Tolerations of them may conſiſt with 
the publick and neceſſary Ends of Govern- 
ment. Only this : As Chriſtian Princes mult 
look to the Intereſt of their Government, fo 
eſpecially muſt they look to tke Intereſts of 
Chriſtianiry, and not call every Redargution 
or modeſt Diſcovery of an Eſtabliſhed Error, 
by the Name of t&e Diſturbance of the Peace, 
Fer it is very like, that the Peeviſhneſs 2nd 
Impatience of Contradiftion in. the Govyer- 
nours, may break the Peace: Let them re- 
memhes the Gentleneſs of Chr:i/tzanity, and 
the Lferty of Cenſciences which ought to 
be preſerved; and let them do Juſtice to the 
Perſons, whoever they are, that are peeviſh, 
provided no Man's P<rſon. be over- born' by 


\ Prejudice : For if it, be neceſſary for all Men 


to ſiibſcribe to the preſent Eſtabliſhed Religt- 
or, by the ſame Reaſon, at another time a man 
may be bound to ſubſcribe to the Contradi- 


| tory, and ſo toall the Religjons in the Wor id : 


And they only who by their roo much Confi- 


cence; intitle God to all their Fancies, ard 


make them to te Queſtions of Religion, and 
Evidences for Heaven, or Conſignations to- 
Hell, they only think this Doctrine Unrea- 
ſonable ; and they are the Men that firſt 


diſturb the Churches Peace, and then think: . þ 
there is no appeafing the Tumult, but by get= Þ - 
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efuhitibn and Efficacy of the Pre- © 
' Miſes ; and-that the Perſons ſhould- not be 
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'} ting the Vidocy; but they: that conſider” 
things wiſely, anderſtand, thar ſince Salvaci- 


on-acd Damnation depends,not upon Imper- 
tinencies, arid yet that Pcace and Publick 
Tranquility may 3 the Pcince in this cafe is 
to ſeek how to ſecure the Government,and the 
Iaes 2nd Intentions of that, while there is in 
theſe caſes diceCtly no Iaſecuriry to Religion, 
unleſs by the accidental Ucharitabl:neſs of 
them that Diſpute. Which Uacharicable- 


' neſs is alſo much prevented wh2n the Publick 


Peace is ſecured ; and no Perſon 13 on either 
ſide ingaged upon Revenge, or troubled wich 
Diſgrace, or vexed with Puniſhments by any 
Decretory Sgntence againſt him. : 

It was a Wiſe ſaying of a Stateſman (T7hu- 
anus | mean) Heretic: qui pace dara fattiont- 
bus Scinduntur, Perſecutione uniniitur contra 
Rempublicam. If you Perſecute Hereticks or 
Diſcrepants, they Unite themſelves as to a 
Common Defence : If you permit them, they 
divide themſelyes upon Prvate Incyeſt , and 
the rather, if this /ztreft was the Ingrevient 
of the Opinion. EO Ee 

Fiftbly, The ſum is this, It concerns the 
Duty of a Prince, becanile it concerns the Ho- 
nour of God, thar all Vices, and every part 
of [!]-life, be Diſcountenanced and Reitrained; 
and therefore jn Relation rothat, Opinions 
are tO be dealt with; for the Underſtanding 
being to dire the Wil, and Opinions to 
guide our Practices, they are Coufiderable 
only as they teach Implety and Vice, as they 
eithcr Dithonour God , or Diſobey Him. 
Now all ſuch DoCtrines are to be condemned ; 
but for the Perſons Preaching ſuch Doftrine, 
if they neither juſtifie nor. appreve the pre- 
tended Conſequences, which are certainly 
Impious, they are to be ſepzrated from rhac 
Conſideration ; but if they, know ſuch Conſe- 

vences, and alloy them, or. if they do not 
ſtay ill the DcCtrincs produce Implety, but 
take Sin before hand, and man=ge them Im- 
piouſly in any ſence ;. or if £icher themſelves 
or their Doctrine do Really, and without 
Colovc or feigned Pretence, duſturb the Pub- 
lick Peace.aud Juſt Intreſts, they are not to 
be ſuffered. In all other C:ſcs ?is not only 


| Lawful to permicthem, but it is alſo neceſſa- 
. Ty, that Princes, and all in Authority, ſhould 
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1s rather a queition of Policy then Religion : 


Soveraign King over ſuch: # People 3 therefo 
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-.qTEre this Learned and great Man (whom - 
H.chiak 1 may ſafely p.onounce one of the - 
greateſt Ornaments which the Engliſh Church 
or Nation ever had) does not in the leaſt Scyp= ** 
ple or ObjeCt againit His Mzjeſty's Diſpen w” 
Power, in Tolerativg differing Opintons in 
Religion ; and ſith that Religion isnot pro®. : 
perly concern:d in the queiion, fo as in any \* 
degree to be ind2ngered ; and that it may be * 
ſafe in diverlity of Perſwzfions, and that it © 


Nay, he is ſo far from ſaying the Prince may + 
Tolerzte, thar he i2ith he zz», andleaves it 
not in his choice or power to Chooſe, and 
very fairly and candidly ſcems rightly to ſtate . 
and determine the preſent Controverſies , 
giving to Ceſar, the things that are Czſars, and 
ro God, the things thit are God?s. He ſets the 
Prince on his Throne, and makes it his Pco- - 
vince to Jook after Peace, and ro take ſuch 
Meaſures which may ſecmte the Governments 
and puts it out of his Power to be cohcern'd - 
with Men's Conſciences. This he very juſtly 
leaves to the Manzgery and Conduct of the: 
Great God; And hew far His Majeſty's- 
Jadgmenr does. :quadrate with this Great 
Man?s, I ſhill here Hri«fly ſer down. For) . 

Coming to the Crown of kis Anceſtors, he 
preſently found himſclfro be the Head of a 
dividcd Body.z. and that zll his Subjects, were 
a Diſturbcd and Ccntcreing People, divided 
into m2ny differing Sets and Factions z* and 
that having had feveral Ecucatians, they had 
ſeveral Conſciences 5, he found allo every Sect 
and Party fiercely carry ing on their own little 
particular [ntreſts , and ike Sea- men, every 
one praying for a Wind to: carry their own 
Veſſel cut of the H::ven, thorgh the ſame 
Wird kept their Nzis hbours Veſt in the 
Port. or it may be ſunk or cyerturn'd it: Theft 
things he wiſely conſidered; andthoughtth 
he had as gocd be a Severaitn Shepherd, as 
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Favor We Meenreng 
eave! i and' Hell ; And ſhould a 

ving in ſuch things be diſturbed in't AY 
Methods, "which they choughr moſt ſvitable, 


C To fans proper to obtain the one,] or avoid-the 


other, He thquvght» (and that! with gear 


I ** reaſay) His Kingdom hzre would: be very 
- .Troubleſome and Unezſig ; therefore ſeeing 


them all Fierce and E-ger, and that they 


; -would-all 'be Judges in their own Cavfe, He 
- - undertook to decide their Differences, and 
” *tojudge for them, not as:to matter of Truth, 


-but as 'to''marrer of Peace; and likea Wiſe 
:Chymiſt, ſeeing their Differences principal- 


-. dy roſe from the Mixrure and Confuſion of 


things of a Heterogenial N#ture,. he ſepa- 


- Tated the one from the other, the Spiritxel 
; Things from the Temporal ; left the Spirituel 


to God and themſelves, to whom they moſt 


: pre belong; and took the 7emporal as 


is juſt Right;-and due to Himſelf. 
- The Caſe: ſtands thus, His Majeſty having 


-in a manner wrovght a Miracle-to Appeaſe 
; his People; viz. To make the Winds blow from 


All Corners at once, that all their Reſpettive 
Vffels 'may' Sail together, and none may ever 
Waxr a Wind to Lanch out at bis pleaſure, One 
would think they ſconld all be ſatisfied ; .but 


_ we find they arenot : And indeed, if we con- 
-dider. things/ more narrowly , we cannot in 


Reaſon expect they ſhould ; for things being 
but.in their: Formation and growing, if we 


Pull tbe:Fruit before it be ripe, we ſhall find 
3 have but2 Crude and Unſavoury Taſte : 


'Fruth is, there: has been a Diſesſe. a 


| a tongtime.in the Government, and now it 
—__ to -be 'Canvaſs'd into,. and ſearched, 


ain'in Curing makes ſome 'men love the 
better than- the Remedy; and rather 


ae to be troubled with Duſt: and Rubiſh, 


and to have a liccle Noiſe about their Ears, 


Lei Tather' have. an old rotten Houſe 


ichdaily threatens to fall on'their Heads) 
ie rio , < e a'New One founded ona Rock, 
ny '£ _ ains and the Winds, the Wit of 


ſhah) Falſ yo, ” hs ef; Hewes. 
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aper was my Cor Cience. T thirk really.an my -- 
712 foe hr His Majefty * FI 1s TY 
ſineere in what he * propoſes, $i aeſo Te) nothing ; 
but the Good of all His Subjebts in general ; LS 
that it is the Duty of every Man to Contribete 
ſomethivg towords making ſuch a Settlement as 
be acfires :. And 1 think have very good Rea- 
ſon for this my Conſcience ; and fo 1 think. might 
all others, would they but conſider things impar- 
tially. And fmee I am got upon the buſineſs of 
Conſcience, 1 find there are ſtveral Conſcien- 
ces in the Nation : There is His Fj: 4es Con- 
ſcience, the Biſhops Conſcience; 4nd the Con- 
ſciences of all the ſeveral Sets and Diviſi ons of 
Chriſtians amongſt ws. . Now T ſbafl not Exa- 
mine how Unconſcionable: ſome of theſe Conſci- - 
ences may be, nor how they came. by ſuch their - 
Oficring. Conſciences, but | how' (if poſſible} 
they may : all be ſatisfied. Then inthe kf place, 
"Tis lint a point of good Manners to let His Ma-* 
jefty's Conſcience be firſt ſatisfied, nay *ris 4 
paint of Prudence too + And if men would but be 
weſe and conſider things as they ought, and had 
really a_ mind that their Conſciences ſhonld-be 
[#tisfied, they wogld begin bere firſt; and ſo re- 
concile their Duty and Intreſt ;, for im letting His 
Majeſty to have His Conſcience, they really ſe- 
cure their own ; for *tis His Majefy*s Conici- 
ence, that all Conſciences ſhould be ſatisfied, 


2aD4 Conſcientia 
kpoF, that the" 'r tal 


' and that nore-ſhall be diſturbed in. any T1. 


Methed they ſhall chooſe to obtam Frarkdt: ie 

or ſecure a Manſion in another World - But then 

# is not His Conſcience, that any ſhould have 

the poiver to Diſturb or Ruine their Innocent F 

Nezobbours,or be Indulged.in a Linerty. to chooſe * 

whe Irregular Met. they pleaſe in EE FE 4-4 

4 Poſſeſſion in this; and this ſome Uncouſciona  * SE4 

ble ſen know, and are very mich: wee oz. : 
and "tis His Majefty*s Juſtice they drea, 7 ch F, ay : 

then bis Peranlion | and gr be Could w FU 

Tolerate t otic, fo they e Exempte es mo 

the og Sy wil Don 8 


r Malice eof. be pen ſhall be never 
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